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The Rocket Fund – a National Program  

R O C K E T  F U N D  I S  A  G R A N T  P R O G R A M   

that helps young cleantech companies validate  

their technology with customers.  
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The Innovation Ecosystem and Rocket Fund’s Unique Role   
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Funds Lab or Garage Startups 
• Commercial prototype building  
• Demonstrations with customers 
• Equipment, certification e.g. UL 
• Lab testing and validation 
• Software and hardware 
• Cleantech and Sustainability  
• New grid priorities: e.g. DER 

management, Energy Storage  
 
 

Our Results: 2015 - 2019 
• 26 companies received awards 
• 19 secured $35 million in seed & 

Series A funding  
• One led/won a  $1.77m California 

Energy Commission grant 
• One acquisition: PowerFlex 

Systems by EDF 
• Awardees secured >  $10 million in 

customer contracts 

Rocket Fund’s Successful Model 
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Funded by the California Emerging Technologies Program 
. 
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Meet Our Members! 

Contact: Stephanie Yanchinski, Executive Director 

626.818.5092 | Stephanie.Yanchinski@Caltech.edu 

flow.caltech.edu/rocket-fund 
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